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( 71 ) 
I.—ForeEt1an Po.irics. 


Tue Bharat Mitra of the 14th January says that Government is always = Basnat Mrrma, 
trying to secure the Amir’sfriendship, but is failing —_Ja». 14th, 1897. 
ap og he =< towards +> do so. The Amir’s conduct shows that his in- | 
= ; tention is hostile to ea gps = Panga ear gsi The 
extraordinary manner in which General Gholam Hai took possession 
of the mona and crown, which were presented to His Highness by Her Majesty 
the Queen, in token of the friendship subsisting between the two sovereigns, 
has given the public reason to say that the Queen is lowering her position by | 
pocketing the insult offered her by the Amir’s servant. The Amir has also | 
violated a term of the frontier treaty by helping the Mohmund tribe against i 
Government. if 


II.—Homgs ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


2. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 15th January says that what HITavaD!, 
antipathy Mr. Judge Reid, Manager of the Meleng Jan. 16th, 1897. 
Tea Garden near Jorehat, entertains towards 

natives, will appear from the following letter :— 


Oppression by a planter. 


“From—The Overseer, Mails, Jorehat to Pazira Line, 
‘l'o—The Postmaster, Nakachari. - 


I BEG to represent that on the 8th December last I came from Jorehat on 
horseback. Mr. Keid of Meleng detained me three hours on the way. I 
could not make out how I should reach the mail line. The sahib gets augry if 
he sees anybody carrying an umbrella. He repeatedly insulted me. I 
committed no fault whatever. What more shall I say? Dated 15th December 
1896. 


DastTiraM Mirra, 


Overseer, Maiis,.” 


Mr. Reid’s bungalow is a long way from the road on which the mail travels, | 
and he is not likely to be disturbed in any way by its passing, and yet he } 
always maltreats dak runners and mail overseers if he sees them on _ horseback | 
or umbrellain hand, It is hoped that this oppression will be put a stop to. 

3. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that Mr. Cox, District 

Stovping of hackney.carriace >upCrintendent of Police, Monghyr, has stopped 

traffic through the Monghyr Fort, hackney-carriage traffic through the Fort, to the 

great inconvenience of the local public. All the 

Government offices are situated within the fort, and the way to the station and 
the bathing ghats lies through it. 

4. The Bankura Darpan of the 16th January complains that one Srinath 4, cons panrax 

_ _Harhi, of Konemara, a villagein the Bankura district, Jan. 16th, 1897. 
was & few days ago severely assaulted by a cool 
recruiter, of the name of Chandi Harhi, in broad daylight in front of the Bunkura 
Darpan office. Srinath complained that the recruiter having failed in his attempt 
to recruit him, his wife and his children as coolies, mercilessly beat him, and 
tried to compel him to become a cooly. The poor man was advised to lodge a 
complaint in the local thana. But the Police will most probably advise him to 


go to the Magistrate, which the poor man will certainly fail to do. The re- 2 
cruiter will then escape scot-free. ‘ 


HITaVADI. 


A cooly case. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


0. The Ulubaria eae ” l ota amestagy a. that the detaching 

The mae of the Jagatballabhpur thana from the Amta Mun- 

sate Mat Gs the sifi in the Howesk Bleteial has so much diminished i 
es ei the work of that Munsifi that Government will not i 
; wrong if it brings the Amta Munsif’s Court to Ulubaria, where a pucka E 
ue was constructed for the purpose some years ago. Such transfer. will be 

of great convenience to the public, because all the criminal courts of the sub. 


ULuBaria DaRPAN, i 
Dec. 15th, 1896, f 


CHarv MIHIR, 
Jan. 11th, 1897. 


HiItTaVaDl, 
Jan. 15th, 1897, 


HITAVADI. 


DaIniK-0-SaMaACHaRB 
CHANDRIKA, 


Jan, 19th, 1897. 


(72 ) 


division are located at Ulubaria. It will also save Government some six to 
seven thousand rupees for a pucka house for the Muneif’s Court in Amta, and give 
Ulubaria, whose civil work is increasing, an additional Munsif. The workin 
Amta now is not sufficient to take up the whole time of its Munsif. 
6. Avcorrespondent of the Charu Mihir of the 11th January complains 
ihe: tiniis Seid ch bial that there : . heavy oy = work oly First 
_ The F ron a ara Munsifi of Kishorganj, in the Mymensin istrict. 
pa is a ae The Munsif fixes 50 to 60 cases for Searing every 
day, but cannot, unfortunately, dispose of more than one or two small con- 
tested suits. Parties are, in consequence, put to great hardship and loss of 
money. Even the settlement of issues in some cases is not finished in the 
course of a whole day, and failure of justice very often takes place. The amla 
are corrupt and remiss in their work. Great delay takes place in issuing pro- 
cesses for the execution of decrees. eons’ returns too are not presented in 
due time. In cases where execution has to be transferred from a Small Cause 
Court file to the Ordinary Civil Court file, the dates which are fixed for the 
hearing of the applications are generally so distant from the dates of the appli- 
cations, that judgment-debtors find time and opportunity to transfer or encum- 
ber any immoveable property which they may possess. A document too cannot 
be got back from this Court in less than six months. 
7. The Aitavadi of the 15th January publishes the following letter from 
. @ trustworthy correspondent :— | 
Here is an instance of how mufassal Deputy 
Magistrates try cases. Babu Prasanna Kumar Datta, 
Subdivisional Officer of Bhola, in Backergunge, lately set apart a tank for drink- 
ing purposes. A man washed some brass utensils in the water of this tank, for 
which he has been sentenced to three days’ rigorous imprisonment by the Sub- 
divisional Officer. This has surprised everybody, for no judicious Magistrate 
will inflict a heavier punishment than a fine of two or four annas for such an 
offence. It is no wonder that officials who are foreigners should commit 
oppression when natives of the country abuse their power in this way when 
vested with a little brief authority. , 
8. The same paper hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will soon make an 
mere d into the acts of oppression with which one 
Matilal of Siwan, in the Saran district, has charged 
Mr. Frank Lyall, the local Joint-Magistrate. If 
Matilal has brought false charges, he should be punished, and if Mr. Lyall is 
really guilty of the oppression with which he las been charged, an exemplary 
punishment should be inflicted upon him, so that other Magistrates like him 
may be brought to their senses. 
9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 19th January has the follow- 
Sgenlei Bente) Masten ing against Maulvi F’azlal Karim :— 
: Many are the achievements of Maulvi Fazlal 
Karim, but his last beats the record. In the beginning of February last a 
Musalman woman was stabbed in a place within the jurisdiction of Sibchar thana, 
in the Madaripur subdivision of the Faridpur district. One Shaikh Nedu, the 
poor woman’s brother-in-law (husband’s brother), witnessed the affair and saw 
Manohar running away after committing the offence. He accordingly lodged 
an information in the Sibchar thana, and the wounded woman was taken to the 
Madaripur hospital, where she gave her dying declaration and by signs and 
gestures identified Manohar as her murderer. The case was investigated by 
Maulvi Fazlal Karim, who, strange to say, set Manohar at liberty and charged 
Nedu with the offence alleged to have been committed by Manohar. The 
investigation was carried on in the presence of Nedu and Manohar and their 
mukhtars. ‘I'he Maulvi conducted himself in such a way that even Manohar’s 
mukbtar was offended with him. But Maulvi Fazlul Karim was the Czar of 
Madaripur. Sir Charles Elliott had puffed him u by extolling him. He did 
not care a straw what other people suid or thought of him. He came to the 
conclusion that Manchar was not guilty and that Nedu was guilty of lodging 
a false complaint against Manohar. Nedu was accordingly tried by the first 
Deputy Magistrate of Faridpur, who came to the conclusion that Nedu had all 
along acted in good faith, and consequently found him not guilty. The 
District Magistrate, however, ordered the trying Magistrate to retry the 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Bhola, Backergunge. 


Mr. Frank Lyall, Joint-M agis- 
trate of Siwan, Saran. 
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case and the latter, for obvious reasons, committed Nedu to the Sessions. 
In the Sessions Court Maulyi Fazlul Karim’s deposition was taken. As 4 
witness he improperly conducted himself and had even the audacity 
to treat the Court and the Bar with contempt. It, however, transpired from 
his deposition that he had all along gone against Nedu in his investigation, 
that he had kept even Nedu’s mukhtar in the dark about his movements, while 
he had told Manohar and his friends «ll about the investigation, and that he 
bad even told Manohar that his investigation was going on in his favour, but 
was decidedly unfavourable to Nedu. Manohar wes thus prepared beforehand 
to produce such evidence as was sure to go in his favour, The Maulvi did 
not even hesitate to cross-examine witnesses for Nedu, and make them depose 
against him. He at lust said that the deveased woman had committed suicide, 
and left no stone unturned to bring about Nedu’s conviction. The Maulvi's 
conduct at the Sessions Court offended the Judge, who has observed in his 
judgment that the redoubtable Deputy forgot that he was a witness, and ought 
to have conducted himself as a witness. The Sessions Judge has acquitted 
Nedu, and chara«terised the Maulvi’s conduct as a Magistrate as shameful. But 
Maulvi Fazlul Karim looked upon himself as the autocrat of Madaripur. He 
was extolled to the skies by Sir Charles Elliott. It was passing strange that 
he did not proceed to send the Sessions Judge to jail. 

It will be dangerous to the cause of justice, if Maulvi Fazlul Karim is 
not, after this, taught a sound lesson. He was in charge of a subdivision. 
The life and property of the people of a whole subdivision was in his keeping. 
But how did he discharge his duty? A woman was murdered, A man was 
charged with her murder. But tle Subdivisional Officer let. off the suspected 
person, and sent the informant to dajat, and harassed him in many ways. As 
for the District Magistrate, how did he conduct himself? Nedu was, in the 
first instance, declared not guilty by the first Deputy Magistrate of Faridpur. 
But this did not satisfy him and he ordered the Subordinate Magistrate to retry 
the case. What could the poor Deputy Magistrate do, but satisfy his official 
superior by committing an innocent man tothe Sessions? Here is an instance 
in point to illustrate the evils of the system, in virtue of which the judicial 
and executive functions are placed in one and the same hand. 

It is expected that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will take the conduct of 
Maulvi Fazlul Karim into his consideration Sir Alexander Mackenzie is not 
Sir Charles Elliott, and there can be no doubt that he will not fail to do the 
needful in the matter. 


(d)— Education. 


10. The Sahachar of the 13th January writes as follows :— 

Sir Alfred Croft’s connection with Bengal 
commenced in 1865, when he came out as a Pro- 
fessor in the Presidency College. He isthe intellec- 
tual preceptor of many educated Bengalis, who regard him not only with respect 
and reverence for his learning and for the excellent way in which he taught 
them, but also with gratitude for the kind treatment which they received at his 
hands. It is the duty of these ex-pupils of Sir Alfred’s, many of whom have 
distinguished themselves in the hed not only to present him with a farewell 
address, but also to take measures for perpetuating his memory in this country. 
The writer will be sorry if this is not we 

But itis, as the head of the Department of Education, that Sir Alfred’s work 
should be principally judged. As Director of Public Instruction he did his 
duty with rg and to the entire satisfaction of Government. Indeed, he 
proved himself the most facile of all Directors of Public Instruction. And 
it is matter for congratulation that Goverument recognised his merit by con- 
ferring on him the honour of knighthood. But Sir Alfred has done a great 
injury to the native officers of the Education Department. Though he may not 
be the author of the new scheme for the re-organisation of the Educational 
rede it 1s certain that if he had sincerely exerted himself he could have saved 
t lye ie officers of his Department from its operation. It is not unnatural to 
t that a man who at one time filled a membership of the Bengal Council 
could have corrected Government’s mistake in the matter. There is, in fact, 
not the least doubt in the writer’s mind that, if Sir Alfred had wihed, he could 
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have lent a helping hand to his native subordinates. But ashe did not do it, 
it is a wonder how the officers of the Department are going to present him 
with a farewell address. ‘T'o be displeased with a person and yet praise him 
is duplicity which cannot be tolerated. me 
The Calcutta University has done right by proposing to confer on Sir 
Alfred the degree of D. L. But ee. fee it not also honour Mr. Tawney with 
this degree? Mr. Tawney’s scholarship certainly deserved the recognition. _ 
The writer has no objection to Sir Alfred’s friends and admirers presenting 
him with an address. But an address should not be presented in the name of 


the public. 


11. Al Punch of the 14th January strongly recommends the appoint- 
The Head-mastership of the ment of Maulvi Ashraf Ali, M.a., to the Head- 
Patna Collegiate School. mastership of the Patna Collegiate School. 


12. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 20th January approves of the 
| proposal to confer the honorary degree of D.L. 

Honour to Sir Alfred Croft. on Sir Alfred Croft. Objection may indeed be 
raised in certain quarters against the proposal, on the greund on which objection 
was made to the presentation of an address to Lord Lansdowne by the Calcutta 
University. It is true that as an official, Sir Alfred has not given the public 
uniform satisfaction, and many things may have been done in his name during 
his incumbency as Director of Public Instruction which are objectionable in the 
eye of the public. It must, however, be borne in mind that all that Sir Alfred 
has done in his official capacity may not have been done with his approval. 
It may not be that he had his sympathy with all the educational measures 
which were carried out during the term of his office. Sir Alfred was not the 
absolute master of the Education Department, aud in many things he had 
only to carry out the behests of his official superiors. It will not be quite 
proper to hold him responsible for measures for which the system of administra- 
tion in this country is alone to blame. It will, for instance, be going too far 
to make him answerable for the revised educational scheme which has ignored 
the claims of the educated natives of this country to the higher grade of the 
Education Department. This curtailment of Native right has been made not 
only in Bengal, but in every other province Sir Alfred could not have 
changed the resolution of the higher authorities, even if he had strongly pro- 
casted against the carrying out of this unjust measure. The Government’s 
educational policy was not the making of Sir Alfred, and it was certainly not 
in his power to change it. Will it, then, be just to blame one for evils which 
are the fruits of a system in the making of which he had no hand? It goes 
without saying that Sir Alfred Croft is a learned man, and that he did valuable 
service to the Calcutta University. He is certainly worthy of the honour 
which is going to be conferred on him. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. A correspondent of the Charu Mitr of the 11th January complains of 
severe water-scarcity in Nagarpara, in the Tangail 
subdivision of the Mymensingh district. All the 
tanks and dighis in the village are full of sand 
brought down by the Jamuna. ‘The only source from which the people get 
their supply of water now is a few sums (natural reservoirs) in fields at a 
distance from the village. But the water of these reservoirs is not onl 
polluted by washing, fishing, bathing animals, &c., but becomes full of ilo | 
cules from the month of Pous, and is quite unfit for drinking purposes, The 
cholera outbreak in the village every year is due to no other cause but the 
drinking of this water. The sinking of, say, only ten wells in the village, at an 
expense of Rs. 10 each, will supply it with pure drinking water for ten years 
to come. But who is to do this? The District Board is busy looking after the 
interests Of educated men only, and the rich men of the village are too 
much occup'ed with quarrels to care anything for poor villagers. 
14, The same paper says that malarial fever has been raging in an 
Mell tee te Sent be epidemic form in Tangail and the neighbouring 
the Mymensingh district. villages since the month of Aswin last, and in man 
villages thirty to forty deaths are taking place 


Water-scarcity in a village in 
the Mymensingh district 


every day. It is not known whether this epidemic has its origin in food- 
scarcity. At any rate, the large number of deaths that is occurring on account 
of want of medical aid should be prevented. Mr. Harris should direct the 
Subdivisional Officer’s attention to the prevalence of the disease, and send 
medical aid to ‘Tangail. | 

15. The Hitavadi of the 15th January says that the assurance given by 
the Lieutenant-Governor, that far from intending to 
curtail the elective element in the Calcutta Munici- 
Sy he means to broaden it, will delight every- 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s con- 
tradiction of the Benyalee. 


same paper says that Mr. Buckland, Commissioner of the 
me tie Re Sard walk Division, so rudely treated Babu Suryya- 
A Municipal Chairman rudely pgrayan Sarvadhikari, the able and popular Chair- 
— man of the Kalna Municipality, on the occasion of 
a late inspection, that the latter has been obliged to send the following letter of 
resignation to the Lieutenant-Governor :— 
‘To His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
May it please Your Honour,— 
I BEG most respectfully to tender resignation, under section 27A(1) of the 
Municipal Act, of my post of Chairman of the Kalna Municipality, on account 
of the unnecessarily harsh and insulting manner with which tie Commissioner 


of the Burdwan Division, Mr. C. E. Buckland, c.1.£., was pleased to treat me 
during his inspection of the Municipality on the 6th January 1897. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Honour’s Most Obedient Servant, 
Surya Narayan SARBADHIKARI, 
Chairman of the Kalna Municipality.” 


Government ought to thank those gentlemen who serve it gratis. But 
instead of doing that, many officials treat them very rudely. We have many 
things to say on this subject, which we will say another time. i 

17. ‘The same paper publishes a letter from a correspondent, i eget | 

of severe water scarcity at Dakshin Rampur an 
8 or 10 adjoining villages within the Amta thana, 
in the Howrah district. Drinking water has to be 
fetched from distant villages for the use of men and cattle. Who shall say 
what wi!l happen later ? 

The Editor says that there are fears of a water scarcity like this in many 
places. If Government does not adopt precautionary measures from this time, 
great mischief will happen.. 

18. A Monghyr correspondent of the same paper complains that the 
Magistrate-Chairman of the local municipality has 
lately carried a motion for raising the latrine tax 
from 3 to 10 per cent., and has submitted it for the 
Divisional Commissioner’s confirmation. None but a thoughtless Government 
can enhance a tax in this way at a time of distress, when the majority of the 
people are reduced to skeletons for want of food. 

19. Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from Meherpur in 
the Nadia district, requests the local Municipal 
Chairman to metal the narrow kutcha road leading 
from near the house of the Kundus to the pucka 
sadar road cid Dattapara, and thereby save the public from an inconvenience. 

20. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 16th January objects to the date, 6th 
March, which has been fixed for holding elections 
for the municipalities of the Presidency Division, 
because the Musalman festival Id-ul-Fitr comes off 
on that date. Jt is hoped that Government will 
comet the elections to be held on some date after the festival. If this is not 

one, no Musalman voter or candidate will be able on any account to be present 


at the elections, and the result will be the total exclusion of Musalmans from the 
municipalities in question. : 


Water scarcity in the Howrah 
district. 


Excessive enhancement of the 
latrine-tax in the Monghyr Muni- 
cipality. 


A kutcha road at 


Mehe ; 
Nadia district, ans 


The date of the next muni- 


cipal elections in the Presidency 
ivision. 
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21. The Sanjivant of the 16th January 


observes that the public took the 
Bengalee’s rumour about the contemplated amend- 
The Lieutenant-Governor's con- ment of the Calcutta Municipal Act to be correct, 


ee because the Editor of the paper, Babu Surendra 


Nath Banerji, is a Member of the Legislative Council, and he published in his 

aper what purported to be particulars of the contemplated measure. The 
icuhienieah eovertine, however, has given the lie direct to the Bengalee’s state- 
ment. His Honour addressed the following to the deputation from the British 
Indian Association which waited upon him a few days ago:—‘“‘I beg you to 
contradict the lie which the Bengalee has put forward with reference to the 
modification of the Calcutta Municipal Act. No Bill has been drafted, no Bill 
has been thought of ... ........ I believe the writer manufactured the whole 
thing out of his own imagination. There is not one iw word of truth in it 
from beginning to end.” ‘lhese remarks have reassured the public, People, 
however, are anxious to know from what source the Bengalee derived its informa- 
tion. No other paper was before this insulted as the Bengalee hasbeen. ‘There 
can be no doubt that that paper was hoaxed by some wicked person. 


( f)— Questicns affecting the land. 


22. The Hitavadi of the 15th January says that the Board of Revenue 
keeps alist of the candidates for the Managerships 
of Wards’ Estates, and this list now contains near! 
500 names. The name of every one who applies for a Managership is indiscri- 
minately included in this list, a thing which never would have been done if the 
Board had at all meant to appoint Managers from among those whose names are 
included in the list. Asa matter of fact, Managers are not appointed from 
among the candidates whose names are registered in this way, although some 
of them are men of birth and high academical distinction. Where the post is 
one carrying a big salary, a native must not expect to get it if any Englishman 
or Eurasian applies for it. The Senior Members of the Board, Mr. Stevens, at 
any rate, keep a secret list of candidates from which Managers are selected, and 
in which the names of educated young men are not included. Lately a 
Managership has fallen vacant. A man of birth and high academical distinction 
is a candidate for it. But he is sure not to get it. Itis proposed to give it to 
a protegé of Mr. Bolton’s. Is this protegé a man of ability or only the son of 
some Rai Bahadur? Mr. Bolton, however, says that his protegé has a good 
knowledge of English. It is not the writer’s object to criticise any particular 
selection. But can no arrangements be made for appointing graduates as 
Managers? 


Managerships of Wards’ Estates. 


(h)— General, 


23. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 13th January complains of the con- 
ts Bik Raitinin ah Makes duct of Babu Durga Kanta Rai Chaudhuri, Sub- 
was. Registrar of Berhampur. The Sub-Registrar does 
not generally come to office before 2 P.M., and is 
in the habit of receiving and disposing of all communications addressed to the 
District Registrar by the Inspector-General of Registration. He does not 
courteously treat those who come to his office, and on the 8th January last, 
deliberately insulted Babu Purna Chandra Chatterji, a mukhtar of the local bar. 
The insulted mukhtar has represented the matter tothe District Registrar, and it 
is expected that he will do justice. The Inspector-General of Registration too 
should have an inquiry made into the Sub-Registrar’s conduct. 
24. The Hitavadi of the 15th January writes as follows:— 


+ alah aC aeidiie. The gold loan of the Government of India 
a amounts, in Indian money, to the enormous sum of 
Rs. 17,59,000,000 or more. It is not likely that this 

heavy debt will be paid off in less than a century and-a-half. 

_ Even if loans contracted for the construction of railways be deducted from 
this amount, the figures that will remain will be alarming enough. The 
reduced figures will amount, in Indian money, to nearly 120 crores of rupees. 

: The rate of exchange is just now, for various reasons, unusually favourable ; 
ut nobody but the Government of India thinks that it will always remain 80, 


—— een 
aan 
————a 


Let us see if Government could not now advantageously pay off £ 5,000,000 
out of its gold loan by raising arupee loan. £ 5,000,000 amounts, at the 

resent rate of exchange (14d. per rupee), to eight and-a-half crores of rupees. 
There has been a deficiency of capital in the market for some months past; but 
this is not a normal condition of things, and if a rupee loan of eight crores were 
now to be declared by Government, there can be no doubt that money would be 
forthcoming. It is to be noted here that promissory notes of the Government 
of India are now valued in Engiand, so much so that nearly one-fourth of those 
securities are now held by Englishmen living in England. Even the 3 per cent. 
promissory notes have been eagerly purchased in England. Judging from 
previous precedents it appears that a 3 per cent. rupee loan would now be had at 
a premium, so that if a loan of eight crores were declared, a sum of eight crores 
and-a-half would be obtuined. Thus by raising a loan of eight crores of rupees 
Government will now be able to pay £5,000,000 out of its gold loan. On this 
gold loan an interest of 30 lakhs of rupees has to be paid annually at the exist- 
ing rate of exchange. But on the proposed loan of eight crores of rupees, 
Government will have to pay only 24 lakhs of rupees annually as interest. 
Government cannot realise a single farthing, in the shape of income-tax, on 
the interest which it has to pay on this £5,000,000 of gold loan. But it will 
be able to realise annually at least Rs. 60,000 on the interest, which it will have 
to pay on a rupee loan of eight crores. ‘There will be thus a clear saving of 
six lakhs and-a-half every year. Should not Government, under these circum- 
stances, adopt the course suggested here ? 

25. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhdkar of the 16th January com- 

| ce plains that though Mr. O’Brien, Deputy Commis- 
aie , Sub-Registrarship in the sioner of Sylhet, had intimated his wish to appoint 
Ce ae a Musalman, who had read up to the second class, 
to the post of Sub-Registrar of the new Sub-Registry Office at Jaldhup in the 
Karimganj subdivision of the above district, and had even given hopes to one 
of the Musalman candidates, the post was ultimately given to a Hindu who does 
not know even the English alphabet. The man has been empowered to con- 
duct the work of his office in Bengali. Was it proper to give the post to such 
aman when there were a large number of Musalmans in the district who 
haying passed the Entrance Examination or read up to the First Arts Standard 
could not secure even the poorest clerkships in the offices? 

26. The Sulabh Samachar of the 16th January complains that the inhabi- 
tants of the eastern suburbs of Calcutta and also 
of the eastern extremity of the town have to suffer 
great inconvenience on account of there being no post-office in their immediate 
neighbourhood. ‘These places are served by the Simla and Harrison Road post- 
offices which are situated at a distance from them. Post-offices should be opened 
at Raja’s Bazar and Maniktala Bazar to serve the places above mentioned. 
Letter boxes should be placed at street crossings. 


A postal complaint. 


II1I,.—LEGISLATIVE. 


27. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of ‘the 15th January says that the 
raiyats not having the right of alienating their hold- 
ings cannot obtain loans on their security in seasons 
of scarcity and do not care to effect improvements 
in them. A provision giving the raiyat such a right was, it is said, inserted in 
the draft Bengal Tenancy Act, but it could not be carried owing to the opposi- 
tion of the zamindars. The country will be really benefited if provisions 
advantageous to the raiyat are inserted in the proposed amendment of the Act. 


The proposed amendment of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. 


1V.—Nartive Srates. 


28. The Hitavadi of the 15th January says that taking advantage of the 
ait oi power, recently conferred upon him by Government 
Hvdersben Gan, netident of the of inspecting State papers, Mr. Plowden, Resident of 
he the Hyderabad State, inspects all papers in the local 
i i ae office. Almost everybody in the State is dissatistied with him. He 
as been in that State for the last five years and, according to the rules of 
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‘Government service, he should now be transferred. It is not easy to see why 
Government should show special favour to him. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


29. The Charu Mihir of the 11th January says that after paying the 
zamindars’ and mahajans’ dues, the raiyats of the 
The prospects in Mymensingh. Wvmensingh district will have food left for only 
three months. Scarcely is the month of Pous over when scarcity 1s felt in 
Tangail, and famine will prevail there in the latter end of Falgun or the 
beginning of Chaitra. ‘Lhere is not a zamindar except two, who is not in debt 
and who, with this year’s short collections, will be able to help the raiyats. It is 
hoped, therefore, that the Collector and the educated community of the district 
will take timely measures to avert a famine in this district. 

30. The Sahachar of the 13th January writes as follows :— | 

From what Sir John Woodburn said in the 
Council the other day, Government does not yet 
appear to have fully realised the gravity of the 
untry’s situation. Sir John said that the recent rainfall would benefit the 
North-Western Provinces, the most afflicted portion of the a so far as to 
enable it to produce a rabi harvest which would feed the people till the next 
year’s aus crop was reaped; and that the rain would also benefit the Punjab, 
the Central Provinces, Bihar and to a certain extent Bombay. In a word, 
Government yet expects that the famine will be easily checked, inasmuch as 
the December rainfall will enable the country to produce sufficient radz to last till 
the next bhadoi is harvested. But the fact is that the December rain came too 
late to be of much use to the radi. And supposing a radi crop that will last till 
the month of Bhadra, what will become of the people after that ? 

The Government must admit that the distress will not be practically check- 
ed tillthe next year’s aman comes into the market. But in the face of these 
facts, Sir John Woodburn made the statement that “ timely rains in November 
and December have saved India from what threatened in the midille of Novem- 
ber to be the greatest calamity of the present century.” It is re-assuring, 
however, to find that Government has at last decided to take the help of private 
charity in this country as well as in England. Though the decision should 
have been arrived at much earlier, Government is to be thanked for its efforts 
to save life, however late the efforts may be. One fails to see why Gov- 
ernment is not willing to accept Russian’s proferred help. When some years 
ago a famine broke out in Russia, the Russians did not hesitate to accept India’s 
charity. It is certainly the memory of the benefit then received that has 
induced poor and middle class Russians to make their present offer. There is 


no political motive at the bottom; the offer proceeds solely from fellow- 
feeling. 


31. Kalidas Sarkar, a zamindar’s gomasta at Bonchadanga in the Mur- 


ao : 7 shidabad district, complains of the prevalence of 

hs 1» pan in the acute scarcity in that village. The local stock of 
rice 1s exhausted. Even the stock of aman has 

been eaten up by the hungry people, and they are now living on wild flowers, 
and have been virtually reduced to starvation. One Sabu Saikh of Akanda- 
baria died after four days’ starvation, and was followed three or four days 
after by his wife. Such painful occurrences have become pretty frequent of 
late. If the repair of the road between Salim Ghat and Hariharpara be taken 
up, many of the starving people will be able to maintain themselves by working 


on it. But the Local Board has sanctioned on] ¢ . . 
is ridiculously inadequate for the purpose. nly 4s. 20 for the repair, which 


32, The Darussultanat and, Urdu Guide of the 14th J anuary says that one 
Cause of India’s distress. cause of the present distress in India. is the fact 


| that the people have no control ubli 
over the public 
exchequer. The Government can enhance the land revenue and Asc any 


new tax upon them in order to meet the Hom 
aX nem in ord e demands. The Home Govern- 

— heaps. bechoe geo y ta, fon at the expense of the Indian Treasury, 

Over-taxation of the Indi 

m consequence, grown poor and suffers from chronic ral gag ap 7 - 


The situation as understood by 
Government. 


33. The Hitavadi of the 15th January cannot agree with the Lieutenant- 
Governor in his views regarding the import and 

The Lieutenant- Governor on export of food-grains. The Indian Association 
—_—— rightly says that desperate diseases require des- 
perate remedies. His Honour does not certainly realise the situation of the 
country, or he would have striven hard to put a stop to the export of food-grains 
and to procure supplies of them from foreign countries. In the present situation 
of the countr overnment cannot safely rely upon private enterprise for 
the import of food-grains. Government should not count upon the business 
instincts of the people for the import of cheap foreign food-grains. Let Gov- 
ernment do its own duty. If the people co-operate with it, so much the better. 
The Lieutenant-Governor should know that if Government does not act in this 
way it will earn disgrace. 

. 34, The haus paaet publishes the following reports of scarcity received 
; from correspondents :-— 
— Ce Dakshin Rampur, Amta thana, Howrah district. 
Great distress prevails here. People are w uling for want of food. Many are 
dying of starvation. The stores of grain are consumed. People have sold 
their sheep and g»ats for small prices and have now taken to begging, but 
can obtain no alms, for high and low are alike suffering from distress, The 
wails of these begging parents and children are enough to melt even the hardest 
heart, They are all crying out:—‘‘ O God! we can bear this hunger no more. 
Let death quickly put an end to our sufferings.” ©O Lieutenant-Governor, you 
are the ruler of our country. The poople are dying of starvation, give 
them food to ea. The well being of the ruler consists in the well being of 
the ruled, and the ruler should love the ruled like his own children. 0 ma bap 
of the people, listen to our wails. | : 

Hariskal, Nawabganj, Dacca.—-There is scarcity among the bulk of the 
people on account of the failure of the radi, boro, and autumnal crops. Starving 
beggars are to be met. with, the majority being women and children. The 
families of the following people are either starving or living upon one meal: 
the wife of Srinath Risi, Lalchand Risi, Durgacharan Risi, Dina Risi, Jagan- 
nath Risi, the mother of Betdur, the mother of Ruhidas, Behari Risi, Hriday 
Risi, allinhabitants of Hariskal. Each of these families consists of three to five 
members. 

Paikgachha and Asasuni, Khulna.—The re excavation of the new Katakali 
and Gutiakhali canals is affording relief to numerous able-bodied persons, and 
there will be nothing to say if relief arrangements can now also be made for the 
aged and the infirm. 

35. ‘lhe Sansodhins of the 15th January writes that in view of the prevail- 

Food and water scarcity in Ing scarcity, the forest regulations should be relaxed 
Chittsgong. and the forest revenue remitted. There has been 
no rain fora long time. The chhars ‘streamlets) and the fountains have all 
ran dry, and acute water scarcity prevails. The authorities should take imme- 
diate steps to dig tanks, which may be sold to private persons after the famine 
is over, Arable lands should be irrigated with the water of the chhars, so that 
corn may be sown by the end of the current month. 

36. The Samay of the 15th January has the following :— 

The Secretary of State says that British rule 
is in no way answerable for famines in India. But 
can he deny that it is since the British advent that 
famine has become an event of frequent occurrence in this country? The 
great fumine of 1770, better known as the chhiatwarer manwantar, took place 
when the Musalmans were the nominal rulers of Bengal, and the English were 
the virtual masters of the country. ‘This famine is said to have been due to 
the monopoly in the corn trade enjoyed by the English servants of the East 
India Company. Since that permit  & famine after famine has taken place, 
carrying away millions of lives. ‘lhe Secretary of State may, of course, argue 
thus:—These frequent famines in India are brought about by circumstances 
over which the British Government has absolutely no control. . The people 
themselves are responsible for their impoverishment and the depletion of the 
country. The masses are very lightly taxed, and all, from the peasant to the 
prince, are in the enjoyment of comparative freedom. Is the Government to 


Lord George Hamilton on famine 
during the British rule. 


Hirravandl, 
Jan. 15th, 1897. 


HITAVaDI, 


SANSODHINI, 


Jan. 15th, 1897, 


SAMAY, 


Jan. 15th, 1897. 


o> a » . a A Pa a! og 
- wo eee IE ee el ei 
centage I 


wry ~ -o Fas 1 IO og 
AP net LE MEE 5 bt: pt At ni iain Phe 


. elec vee tem 
> . 


— ng ee ae eee , 
ee? gel. pS nae a % 
yee A 


“ RL te = 
eee et Hie 5 


Mrnrm-0 SUDHAKAR, 
Jan. 16ih, 1897. 


‘ ( 80 ) 
blame if these foolish people sell their corn to European merchants or ruin 
themselves by lending an idle, and in very. many cases, a riotous life? 

This is true. But itis: also true thatthe British Government has now 
taken upon itself the sacred task of promoting the welfare of the countless 
millions of India. Does it befit that Government now to leave these poor and 
helpless people to their fate, unto whom they should be preceptors—whose 
faults they should correct and whose character they should form? But instead 
of discharging this sacred duty the British Government has given us the 
accursed brandy bottle—the “liquid fire and distilled damnation.” We believed 
that it was a sin to drink, but our English preceptors taught us that there was 
no harm in drinking, that drinking gave celestial delight, that if any body 
called us drunkards, we might seek the protection of section 500 of the Indian 
Penal Code and get him punished for his offence. We hated ganja and 
opium, but another European preceptor told us that they were very useful and 
invigorating. The consequence is that we are. extensively cultivating these 
two poisons, and are also largely using them. Itis true that in pre-English days 
internecine wars were frequent in this country in which hundreds and thousands 
were killed. But even that curse wasa blessing to us. ‘These wars were a 
very effectual check on the growth of population, and they always prevented 
the prices of food stuffs from rising. 

It seems that most Englishmen can have no idea of the excruciating pain 
of hunger which millions of Indian people have to experience almost every day 
of their life. It is not likely that people who are immensely enjoying them- 
selves at the cost of others should at all care to think how their luxuries are paid 
for. The cows which give us milk derive their nourishment from leaves and 
plants, but if the shepherd does not tend his flock, how long can they live? 
The English sbepherd is not properly tending his Indian flock. Hundreds 
and thousands of Europeans are coming to this country and are exporting 
every thing they can lay their hands on. The poor Indian people are being 
thus starved, but like dumb driven cattle they cannot and do not protest. But 
is that the reason why the English Government should remain indifferent 
about the welfare of the poor Indian masses? 

It is the impression of some officials that there is no scarcity in the country. 
But an able and experienced official of position has proved by facts and figures 
that chronic scarcity is the lot of about thirty millions of Indian people, and that 
a large number of them have to regularly half starve themselves. This being 
the case, how could these officials say that at this time of prevailing scarcity 
the proper time for helping the starving millions kad not come? Scarcity has 
become chronic with us. Famine has become a matter of almost every-day 
occurrence. Who will help usevery year? Who will undertake to perpetually 
save us from starvation? But, then, why has famine become chronic in India, 
which is proverbially the land of plenty? The answer is patent to all—even 
to the officials, but none appear at all solicitous to remedy the evil complained 
of. We almost shudder to think how the people will find ten years hence. 
Every ten years the population shows an enormous increase, and our impoverish- 
ment is keeping pace with the growth of our population. Formerly people 
used to keep enough corn in stock for three years, but now-a-days they cannot 
keep even one year’s provisions in stock, 

It may, of course, be argued that Kuropean merchants do not rob the 
people of their corn, but handsomely pay for it in coin. ‘This is true, but it is 
also true that a large portion of the money which the raiyats get in exchange 
for their corn is wasted on luxuries and drink. The little money they save 
cannot satisfy their hunger. Forno money can buy corn if corn does not 


exist in the country. We opened mills, but English mill-owners plotted against 
us and ruined our business, ™ 


37. <A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 16th J anuary writes | 
as follows :— 


tenants in the distress. Horrible! More horrible than horror itself! 


A zamindar’s treatment of his 


The hand b al 
oppression, and one can hardly be ecomes paralysed in recording such 


lieve that it could be committed within a 
country ruled over by the just and upright British Government! It is heart- 


rending to think that such ‘horrible oppression enid fs 
gaminday when famine in its direct rib 5 raging dak en eS 
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About the end of the last Bengali year, Babu Jogendra Nath Rai of Narail 
bought a zamindari in the Jessore district. Immediately after the purchase, 
he issued the order that no rent would be accepted from raiyats who did not 
execute new kabuliyats, and had recourse to eum to carry out his order. As 
soon, therefore, as the last Asar kist was over, he brought suits for arrears of 
rent against the raiyats. The raiyats, though tho, * with their families, 
procured money and entreated Jogendra Babu’s officer, Matilal Chaudhuri, to 
accept rent, but rent was not accepted. The tenants of Sinhajhuli, Balidapara 


and Jamira thereupon remitted their rent by money-order, but the money- 


ders too were refused by the zamindar. 
es 38. A pees of the Sanjivani of the 16th January writes that the 


, account of distress as prevailing in Bhattapratap 

es accounts of dis- +, the Khulna district, which appeared in previous 

issues of this paper (see Report on Native Papers 

for 16th January, paragraph 30), was exaggerated. The editor warns his cor- 

respondents against giving an exaggerated account of the prevailing distress, 
as that is likely to do the people more harm than good, 

8Y. The same paper has the following :— 

The Viceroy has, after all, decided to appeal 
to public charity. He has not, however, given up 
his brag. ‘‘I desire,” observes His Excellency, ‘‘to say most emphatically that 
as a Government, and for the purposes of Government, the Government of 
India has had, and will have, nothing whatever to do with an appeal to private 
subscriptions. As a Government, we have undertaken certain obligations : 
those obligations we are perfectly able to perform, and we shall accept no help. 
* * #* Our means are ample; our determination to use them is absolute. 
* #* * Tfeel the most complete confidence that, whatever the criticism of 
our action in this emergency may be, in one respect, at all events, we shall 
not fail to secure the verdict of the historian, 7.e., in our making available, for 
the saving of life, the full resources of the empire.” This is not the proper 
time to criticise the Viceroy’s brag. We do not see of what use will the 
verdict of the historian be, when one hundred and fifty thousand people have 
died from starvation in the Central Provinces alone! We know that the 
resources of the Government are almost unlimited, and we are told that the 
Government is quite prepared to do its utmost to save human life. Why, 
then, this enormous mortality from starvation in the Central Provinces? Why 
have hundreds and thousands of people been reduced to skeletons there? Why 
have they eaten tiger’s flesh raw in sheer hunger? What answer has the 
Government to make? Itis the principal duty of the Government to save 
the lives of its subjects. ‘The Government will not help any body who is not 
able to work, ‘l‘hose who are not able to work, those who have no clothing, 
and those women who will not appear in public to beg will get no 
help from the Government. ‘They will have to depend upon public charity. 
The number of people who are able to work is sure to fall far short of the 
number of people who are not abie to work, It is quite clear, therefore, how 
urgent is the demand for public charity. But strange to say, the Government 
has taken full two months and-a-half to determire the objects to which private 
subscriptions may legitimately be devoted! It is, however, a ‘relief that the 
Governor-General has at last appealed to public charity both in this country 
and in England, although it is doubtful whether the Viceroy would have shown 
any alacrity in the matter if the Indian National Congress and the press had 
not unanimously pointed out the necessity of appealing to public benevolence. 

40. Correspondents of the same paper complain of the prevalence of 

Food and water scarcity in food and water ae ity 1D Bengal. The rice 
Bengal. market is rising in Betila, a village in the Manik- 
ganj subdivision of the Dacca district. Rice has 

become scarce, and muny are not getting two meals aday. People will die if 
this state of things continues. The rice crop has been destroyed in Nayabasat 
in the Midnapore district. People in this and the neighbouring villages are in 
a helpless condition, Poor people are not getting two meals aday. Rice is 
re at ten or tweive seers perrupee. Hunger is driving many out ot their 
omes. Acute scarcity prevails in Rajshahi, where a Famine Relief Fund has 


Lord Elgin’s famine policy. 


has been opened. Famine has broken out in almost all parts of the Nadia 
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district. The poor labourers are starving, and have been reduced to skeletons, 
Many applied for loan under the Land Intprovement Loans Act, but so far 
without success. Relief works have been opened, but people are getting very 
little help of a substantial nature. 

41. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 17th January writes ag 

follows :—- 

The famine meeting in Calcutta. The Viceroy occupied the chair. His speech 
was suited to the occasion. His Excellency admitted that a widespread famine 
like the present one never occurred in India before. Even the famines of 
1874 and 1877 were not so acute and widespread. The Viceroy had hoped 
that the famine would not be so widespread ; that he had, in fact, protested 
against the present distress being represented as acute; and that he was, 
therefore, severely criticised both by the Anglo-indian and the Native press. 
Lord Elgin gave proof of his large-heartedness by saying that he was not dis- 
satisfied, because he had been eriticised. T'o err is human, to find out one’s mis- 
take is a sign of greatness. The public hears with a hundred ears, and sees with 
a hundred eyes. It was not at fault, it did not err. he Viceroy was misled by 
his counsellors. But let that go. The Viceroy’s speech has satisfied the 
public. It gives us pleasure to understand that he has made up his mind to 
save human lives at any cost. It gives us greater pleasure to learn that the 
Queen-Empress, moved by the news of the distress of her loyal subjects, 
summoned the Secretary of State to ber presence, and conferred with him 
about the famine. It is a great pleasure to the public to learn that the Queen- 
Empress has become the patron of the Famine Relief Fund. 

42. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 18th January says that rain appears 
| to be still wanted throughout Bihar. The recent 
rainfall has not materially improved the prospect of 
the standing crops. ‘The people of the Champaran district are starving. In 
the Patna district the prospect of the standing crops, with the exception of 
opium and tobacco, is very bad. Rain is also very much wanted in Madhu- 
bani. In Derbhanga crops are withering for want of rain, No rain has 
fallen in Monghyr and Purnea for a longtime. Cattle-disease is spreading 
in Purnea. 


Prospects of the crops in Bihar. 


VI.—MisceL.Anecus. 


43. During Musalman rule, observes the Samay of the 15th January, we 

_ hadcertainly to suffer from tyranny and oppression. 

— = hs soir Tule in {nternecine wars killed us by the hundred and the 

iit» cuaiase es thousand. But we had nevertheless plenty to eat 

and plenty to wear. Our granaries were full, and our tanks teemed with fish. 

We had no want, and we could afford to be hospitable. Under the English 

rule we are better off in many respects. Travelling has become cheap and 

easy, and thanks to the post-office and the telegraph we can easily communi- 

cate with distant friends and relations. But the Engiish people have disarmed 
us, and perpetual want has made everything disheartening to us. 

44, A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 16th January writes 
as fullows:— 

Mr. Rahamtulla Sayani is an educated and 
distinguished Musalman who, in virtue of his 
position as a Member of the Supreme Legislative Council, is respected by the 
Government. It would not, therefore, be unreasonable for the Muhammadan 
community to feel proud of sucha man. But the Muhammadans cannot feel 
themselves honoured or glorified by his election as President of the last 
National Congress, The Musalman religion does not approve of a Musalman’s 
joming in any work which can benefit neither the Musalmans nor the people of 
the country at large. Was the country in a miserable condition when there 
was no Congress, and has the Congress delivered it out of its misery ? ‘The 
Congress is, as a matter of fact, only wasting money, and spending its energy 10 
fruitless labour and empty speeches. The only end it is serving and securing 
18 the private end of a few individuals. : 

According to Mr. Sayani, the educated Musalmans having been convinced 
of the beneficial character of the Congress movement, have joined it, and it 
18 Only illiterate Musalmans, who, through ignorance, hold themselves aloof 


Mr. Sayani as President of the 
last Congress. 


Cs 


from the movement, If this be true, then, with the excoption of Messrs. Say- 
ani and Bhimji and a few other Musalmans who are supporters of the Congress 
there is not a single educated Musalman in India. Yes, Sir Syed Ahmed, Syed 
Mahmud and all the rest of the glorious band are ignorant, illiterate men. 
Clearly Mr. Sayani has no feeling for his community. He did not, for instance, 
bring oie a single resolution in the interest of his co-religionists. If he 
knows that orthodox Hindu zamindars commit the most horrible oppression 
upon such of their raiyats, as slaughter cows for religious purposes, he ought 
to have proposed to the Babus of the Congress to devise means for enabling 
Musalmans to perform their religious observances without let or hindrance, 
or, if he chose to rise higher, he should have had a resolution passed authorising 
petition to the Government of India on behalf of the Sultan. Does he not 
know that the Hindus, whether in or out of the Congress, who please the 
Musalmans with honeyed words when occasion demands, are also the men who 
abuse the latter most filthily ? He has, on behalf of the Congress, sent a con- 
eratulatory telegram to Mr. Gladstone—to the man, that is, who has in the 


name of universal love, taken up arms against the social and religious leader of 
the Musalmans. 


UrtiyA PApERrs. 


45. The Utkal Dipika of the 2nd January commends the exemplar 
| aa conduct of the Naib of Patamundai in the Cut 
Pitan. oy hr | district, who has persuaded his tenants to stop 
exportation of rice or paddy to other parganas of 
the district, and who has also succeeded in inducing the rich among them 
to keep sufficient quantities of the grain in stock so that it may prove useful 
in seasons of special distress. 

46, Referring to the remark of Mr. Hume in Jndia that the scarcity of 
food in India is due to heavy taxation, the Sam- 
balpur Hitaishint of the 380th December adds that 
it is not only due to heavy taxation, but also to the iinprudent and improvident 
habits of the rising generation of Indians. 

47, Referring to the tours of the Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, 
a hehe who is also the Commissioner of the Orissa Division, 

% ' and of his Assistants within the jurisdictions of the 
different Tributary Chieftains, the Utkal Dipika of the 2nd January points out 


Cause of India’s poverty. 


that certain incidents in Hindole have rendered it necessary that the rules’ 


governing the supply of rasad to the travelling officers and their retinue should 
be revised and strictly enforced. 

48. Referring to the new Municipal election rules and their application to 
the coming eleetion of the Cuttack Municipality, 
the same paper observes that the old system of 
conducting election proceedings through the agency of gazetted Government 
officers was better and more suited to the circumstances and necessities of an 
institution like the Cuttack Municipality. 

49. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 30th December expresses sorrow and 


atti Wii hla: resentment at the savage treatment of the natives 
se of India in South Africa, and observes that the 
Colonial authorities should lose no time in removing the puerile and unlawful 


inequalities and disabilities that have been imposed on them by the Transvaal 
Government. 


Municipal election. 
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